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CARDOZO WELCOMES THE J.D. CLASS OF 2022

RELATED NEWS

July 8, 2019
Class of 2019 Gives
Back to Cardozo
(/news/class-2019gives-back-cardozo)
Cardozo’s 3L Class Gift
is an annual tradition
at the Law School. Led
by a student
committee, these
individuals dedicate
their efforts to
enhancing engagement
and fundraising efforts
among classmates,
friends and family in
our community.
August 16, 2019

Integrity, generosity, grit and joy were the guiding themes of Dean
Melanie Leslie’s welcome to the Class of 2022 for their first day of
orientation.
Dean of Admissions David Martinidez kicked off the day in the newly
renovated Jacob Burns Moot Court Room, highlighting the
accomplishments and diversity of the 313 students in the incoming
Fall and May-entering J.D. class.
“I want you to remember that each of you, in your own way, has
already achieved much success in your life,” Martinidez noted. “We
are confident with a lot of hard work and dedication you can thrive at
Cardozo.”
The class of 2022's academic credentials make it one of the strongest
classes in Cardozo's history. The incoming class has a median LSAT of
162 (which is the 85th percentile and is a one-point increase over
last year) and a median GPA of 3.6 (an increase of .08 over last year).

May 29, 2019
Cardozo Hosts 41st
Commencement
(/news/cardozo-hosts41st-commencement)
A star-studded line-up
kicked off Cardozo’s
41th Commencement
Exercises. Graduates
received J.D. and
LL.M. degrees at
Lincoln Center’s David
Geffen Hall on May
28.
April 12, 2019
Randall Rothschild
'97 Talks Real Estate,
Law and Business
(/news/randallrothschild-97-talksreal-estate-law-andbusiness)
Dean Melanie Leslie
interviewed Randall
8/26/2019, 12:14 PM
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The incoming students hail from 31 states and 17 countries,
including China, South Africa and Argentina. Their educational
background varies as well, from a Ph.D. in Linguistics to a Master’s in
Civil and Mechanical Engineering. Their hobbies and interests range
from Taekwondo to table tennis. Dean Martinidez asked the audience
who had traveled to the most countries… the number to beat was 27.
He also asked for a round of applause for the two members of the
class who served in the military.
Dean Martinidez stressed that regardless of the students’ unique
paths in getting to Cardozo, they were chosen because of his
confidence in their abilities to become the kind of lawyers who are
leaders in the field they choose to pursue.
Dean Melanie Leslie ’91 took the podium next
(https://cardozolaw.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages
/Viewer.aspx?id=c476f95e-9bf1-4dab-9ba1-aaaa012d38d2). As an
alumna herself, she shared her experience of sitting in the same place
as the incoming class. She marked the excitement of the day but
reminded students of the responsibility that came with being a law
student and joining the legal field.
“Today is your first step toward being lawyers,” Dean Leslie said.
“…toward being people who help other people. People who lead.
People to whom other people look when there’s a crisis, when they
need confidence, when they need advice, when they need support.
When they need representation, they’re going to look to you.”
“What kind of lawyer are you going to be?” she asked the audience.
“What kind of person are you going to be? ...Your professional
reputation starts now.”
Dean Leslie urged students to forget about the negative stereotypes
they’ve heard about cut-throat competition in law school and instead
take advantage of the close-knit Cardozo community.
“You may be sitting next to a person who becomes your best friend.
You may be sitting next to a person that you don’t see for 20 years
and then all of the sudden you run into each other at a networking
event and they refer you clients,” she said.
“We are in this together. You are going to be Cardozo graduates and
this is going to be part of your network. And you gotta cheer each
other on! One person’s success is everybody’s success,” she said.

Rothschild ’97 on
April 9 as part of the
Pathways speaker
series. Rothschild
discussed how Cardozo
prepared him for a
career in the real
estate industry.
March 22, 2019
Randi Weingarten
’83, a Crusader in the
Fight for Worker’s
Rights and President
of the 1.7 million
member American
Federation of
Teachers, Talks of Her
Passion for Public
Service (/news/randiweingarten-%E2%80
%9983-crusaderfight-worker%E2%80
%99s-rights-andpresident-17-millionmember-american)
Dean Melanie Leslie
interviewed Randi
Weingarten ’83,
President of the
American Federation
of Teachers (AFT), in
front of an audience of
students, faculty and
staff on March 20.
“Having a law degree
is an opportunity that
opens a bunch of
doors,” said
Weingarten.
March 21, 2019
Cardozo Women on
the Rise in Real
Estate (/news
/cardozo-women-risereal-estate)
Three alumna real
estate attorneys
offered a penthouse
view of their field:
from high-end Las
Vegas deals to
navigating a maledominated practice.
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“You all get better when you help one another out.”
The celebration continued at the students’ luncheon, where another
prominent Cardozo alumna offered her wisdom. New York State
Senator Anna M. Kaplan ’90 recounted her Cardozo law school
journey as an Iranian Jewish immigrant. Kaplan also graduated from
Yeshiva University’s Stern College for Women. She is the first IranianAmerican and the first political refugee elected to the New York State
Senate.
“I stand on the shoulders of a lot of women… who paved the way for
me to run,” Sen. Kaplan said. “As different as we think we may be,
we have more similarities.”
After lunch, both J.D. and LL.M. students, many of whom had their
orientation on August 13, headed to Chelsea Piers for Cardozo’s boat
cruise down the Hudson River. For many, it was the first time seeing
the sights of New York City up close, as they shared in the excitement
of a new beginning. Next week they start on their legal journey with
their first classes in Elements of Law. Good luck!
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